GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

I.  BIBLIOLOGY - THE DOCTRINE/TEACHING ABOUT THE BIBLE

A. The Scriptures (Inspiration, Finality, Authority)

1. We believe God supernaturally directed the authors of Scripture, without waiving their human intelligence, their individuality, their literary style, their vocabulary, their personal feelings or any other factor so that God's complete and coherent message for mankind was recorded with perfect accuracy in the original languages of Koine Greek, Hebrew, Chaldean and/or Aramaic.  Therefore, we believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament (66 books) as the verbal, plenarily inspired Word of God in the original writings and that the Spirit of God sovereignly selected certain men to record God's infallible and inerrant truth and that this truth is the supreme and final authority in all matters that it addresses.  We believe that this divine inspiration extends equally and fully to all parts of the writings - historical, poetic, doctrinal and prophetical - as appeared in the originals.  We believe that all the Scriptures center around the First and Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We also believe that all the Scriptures were designed for our practical instruction and that copies and translations in existence today are the preserved Word of God to the extent that they faithfully represent the originals.

Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Joshua 1:8, Psalm 19:7-11; 119:9,11,18,89,105,130,133,160; Proverbs 30:5,6; Isaiah 55:8-11; Matthew 5:17-19; John 5:24,39; Acts 1:16; 17:11; II Timothy 2:15; 3:16,17; 4:2; I Peter 1:23-25; II Peter 1:20,21; Revelation 1:2; Ezra 4:8-6:12; 7:12-26; Daniel 2:4-7:18; Jeremiah 10:11

II. THEOLOGY - THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

A. The Godhead - The Trinity

1. We believe in one God eternally existing in three persons:  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, each person being co-equal and co-eternal, each therefore possessing the same attributes or characteristics.  These attributes include Sovereignty, Righteousness, Justice, Love, Eternal Life, Omniscience, Omnipotence, Omnipresence, Veracity and Immutability.  We believe that God's holiness stems from these attributes and is a state of being.  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are referred to as the Godhead and in the plan of redemption we see the distinct yet unified effort of each in that the Father planned our redemption, the Son purchased our redemption and the Spirit performs our redemption.  These three having precisely the same attributes, nature and perfections are worthy of precisely the same confidence and obedience.

Genesis 1:1; Matthew 3:16; 28:19; II Corinthians 13:14; Acts 17:29; Colossians 2:9; John 3:16; Romans 5:8; I John 4:8-11; Luke 19:10; Acts 20:28; II Corinthians 5:21; John 3:5; 16:8-11; Titus 3:5; Revelation 1:4-6

Attributes:  Deuteronomy 4:39; I Chronicles 29:11, Psalm 7:9; Romans 10:3; Deuteronomy 32:4; II Chronicles 19:7; Jeremiah 31:3; I John 4:8; Exodus 3:14; John 8:58; Isaiah 46:10; Acts 15:18; Genesis 17:1; Luke 1:37; Hebrews 4:13‑16; Psalm 139:7-10; Deuteronomy 32:4; Revelation 15:3; Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 1:12

B. The Father (Person and Work)

1. We believe the Father is the first person (not in rank but number) of the Trinity and as such possesses self-consciousness and self-determination.  He also possesses personal qualities such as intellect, volition and emotion.  Personality must not be confused with visibility, for substance need have nothing to do with personality.  We see His work as God in creation and in the plan of redemption.

Matthew 28:19; Isaiah 45:5; Job 23:13; Acts 15:18; John 6:38; Genesis 1:3; Psalm 94:9; Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 1:37; John 4:24; Luke 24:39; Genesis 1:1; Acts 17:25; Romans 8:28-30; Ephesians 1:3-7

C. The Son (Person and Work)

1. We believe that Jesus Christ is God, the second person of the Trinity who exists eternally, and though laying aside His glory to become man, He in no sense laid aside His deity, for He is True-God and True-Man.  He was begotten by the Spirit, born of the virgin Mary and as the God-Man lived a sinless life and died on the cross for the sins of the whole world.  He was buried and rose again on the third day and ascended to heaven.  His ministry is actually three-fold as prophet, priest and king.  He was God's ideal Man and man's ideal God.

Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2; John 1:1,2,14;20:28; Acts 20:28; Matthew 28:19; Philippians 2:5-8; Matthew 1:18, 4:2; John 6:35; II Corinthians 5:21; I Peter 2:24; Acts 3:22; Hebrews 7:25; I Timothy 6:15

2. We believe that, as provided and purposed by God and as preannounced in the prophecies of the Scriptures, the eternal Son of God came into this world that He might manifest God to men, fulfill prophecy, and become the Redeemer of a lost world.  To this end He was born of the virgin, and received a human body and a sinless human nature.

Luke 1:30-35; John 1:18; 3:16; Hebrews 4:15

3. We believe that, on the human side, He became and remains forever the perfect man, but sinless throughout His life; yet He retained His absolute deity, being at the same time very God and very man, and that His earth-life sometimes functioned within the sphere of that which was human and sometimes within the sphere of that which was divine.

Luke 2:40; John 1:1,2; Philippians 2:5-8

4. We believe that, in infinite love for the lost, He voluntarily accepted His Father's will and became the divinely provided sacrificial Lamb and took away the sin of the world, bearing the holy judgments against sin which the righteousness of God must impose.  His death was therefore substitutionary in the most absolute sense - the just for the unjust - and by His death He became the Savior of the lost.

John 1:29; Romans 3:25,26; II Corinthians 5:14; Hebrews 10:5-14; I Peter 3:18

5. We believe that, according to the Scriptures, He arose from the dead in the same body, though glorified, in which He had lived and died and that His resurrection body is the pattern of that body which ultimately will be given to all believers.

John 20:20; Philippians 3:20,21

6. We believe that, on departing from the earth, He was accepted of His Father and that His acceptance is the final assurance to us that His redeeming work was perfectly accomplished.

Hebrews 1:3

7. We believe that He became Head over all things to the church which is His body; and in this ministry He ceases not to intercede for the saved.

Ephesians 1:22,23; Hebrews 7:25; I John 2:1

D. The Holy Spirit (Person and Work)

1. We believe that the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the blessed Trinity, though omnipresent from all eternity, took up His abode in the world in a special sense on the day of Pentecost according to the divine promise, dwells in every believer, and by His baptism unites all to Christ in one body, and that He, as the Indwelling One, is the source of all power and all acceptable worship and service.  We believe that He never departs from the church, nor from the feeblest of the saints, but is ever present to testify of Christ; seeking to occupy believers with Him and not with themselves nor with their experiences.  We 
believe that His abode in the world in this special sense will cease when Christ comes to receive His own at the completion of the church.

John 14:16,17; 16:7-15; I Corinthians 6:19; Ephesians 2:22; II Thessalonians 2:7

2. We believe that, in this age, certain well-defined ministries are committed to the Holy Spirit, and that it is the duty of every Christian to understand them and to be adjusted to them in his own life and experience.  These ministries are the restraining of evil in the world to the measure of the divine will; the convicting of the world respecting sin, righteousness, and judgment; the regenerating of all believers; the indwelling and/or anointing of all who are saved, thereby sealing them unto the day of redemption; the baptizing into the one body of Christ of all who are saved; and the continued filling or controlling for power, teaching and service of those among the saved who are yielded to Him and who are subject to His will.

John 3:6, 16:7-11; Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:30, 5:18; II Thessalonians 2:7; I John 2:20-27

3. We believe that to be filled with the Spirit of God is to be controlled by the Word of God.  That is, when a believer knowingly walks in disobedience to God's Word, the Spirit of God is grieved by the disobedience.  The believer then must confess or admit his sin before God, that he might be cleansed from it, so that the Spirit once again has control of the yielded believer.

4. We believe that sign gifts of the Holy Spirit such as speaking in tongues and miraculous healing were temporary.  We believe that speaking in tongues was never the common or necessary sign of the baptism nor of the filling of the Spirit, and that the deliverance of the body from sickness or death awaits the consummation of our salvation in the resurrection.

Acts 4:8,31; Romans 8:23; I Corinthians 13:8

III. ANGELOLOGY - THE DOCTRINE OF ANGELS BOTH FALLEN AND UNFALLEN

A. Fallen

1. We believe that God created an innumerable company of sinless, spiritual beings known as angels; that one, "Lucifer, son of the morning" - the highest in rank - sinned through pride, thereby becoming Satan; that a great company of the angels followed him in his moral fall, some of whom became demons and are active as his agents and associates in the prosecution of his unholy purposes, while others who fell are "reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day."

Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:11-19; I Timothy 3:6; II Peter 2:4; Jude 6

2. We believe that Satan is the originator of sin, and that under the permission of God, he through subtlety, led our first parents into transgression, thereby accomplishing their moral fall and subjecting them and their posterity to his own power; that he is the enemy of God and the people of God, opposing and exalting himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped; and that he who in the beginning said, "I will be like the most High," in his warfare appears as an angel of light, even counterfeiting the works of God by fostering religious movements and systems of doctrine, which systems in every case are characterized by a denial of the efficacy of the blood of Christ and of salvation by grace alone.

Genesis 3:1-19; Romans 5:12-14; II Corinthians 4:3,4; 11:13-15; Ephesians 6:10-12; II Thessalonians 2:4; I Timothy 4:1-3

3. We believe that Satan was judged at the cross, though not then executed; that he, a usurper, now rules as the "god of this world"; that at the second coming of Christ, Satan will be bound and cast into the abyss for a thousand years and after the thousand years he will be loosed for a little season and then "cast into the lake of fire and brimstone" where he "shall be tormented day and night forever and ever."

Colossians 2:15; Revelation 20:1-3,10

B. Unfallen (Elect)

1. We believe that a great company of angels kept their holy estate and are before the throne of God, whence they are sent forth as ministering spirits to minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation.

Luke 15:10; Ephesians 1:21; Hebrews 1:14; Revelation 7:12

2. We believe that man was made lower than the angels; and that in His incarnation, Christ took for a little time this lower place that He might lift the believer to His own sphere above the angels.

Hebrews 2:6-10

IV. ANTHROPOLOGY AND HAMARTILOGY - THE DOCTRINE OF MAN AND SIN

A. The Creation And Fall Of Man

1. We believe and teach that the creation of the world and all that is therein is the result of the dynamic utterance of God.  It was the free act of a Triune God whereby in the beginning and for His own glory without the use of pre-existing materials God brought into being the whole visible and invisible universe immediately and instantaneously.  The whole Trinity equally took part.  This creation was totally apart from the theory of evolution but was according to the prevailing principle of today "after his kind."  The work of creation was completed in six (6), twenty-four (24) hour days with man being created on the sixth day instantly, completely and finally - not partially or progressively.  We believe that creation is sufficient revelation to render man accountable to God.

2. We believe and teach that though man was originally created in the image after the likeness of God, he fell through sin, and, as a consequence of his sin, lost his spiritual life, becoming dead in trespasses and sins and that he became subject to the power of the devil.  This sin resulting in his spiritual death which is separation from God in time, as well as his eventual physical death, affected both the material and immaterial man; i.e., man's body, soul and spirit.  Therefore, man is totally unable to do anything to save himself.

3. We also believe and teach that this spiritual and physical death is transmitted to the entire human race of man, the man Christ Jesus alone being the exception; and hence that every child of Adam is born into the world with a sinful Adamic nature and that man is sinful in both nature and practice and is alienated from the life and family of God, under the righteous judgment and wrath of God, and have within themselves no possible means of recovery or salvation.

Psalm 33:6; Hebrews 1:3; 11:3; II Peter 3:7; Genesis 1:1, 26; John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; Genesis 1:21,24-31; Romans 1:18-32; Psalm 14:1-3, 51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; John 3:6; 5:40, 6:53; Romans 3:10-19; 8:6,7; Ephesians 2:1-3; 2:3; Romans 3:23; 5:12; Ephesians 4:18; John 8:42-44; Mark 21-23; Matthew 19:26; Romans 7:18

V. SOTERIOLOGY - THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION

A. Salvation by Grace through Faith In Christ

1. We believe in salvation by grace through faith in the substitutionary and sacrificial death of Christ; that salvation is the free gift of God, neither merited nor secured in part or in whole by any virtue or work of man, but received only by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom all true believers have as a present possession the gift of eternal life, a perfect righteousness, sonship in the family of God, every spiritual resource needed for life and godliness, and have received the divine guarantee that they have been delivered from judgment and condemnation and shall never perish; that this salvation includes the whole man, spirit and soul and body; that and apart from Christ there is no possible salvation.

Romans 3:24; 6:23; Titus 3:5; Romans 4:4,5, 11-16; John 3:16; 6:28,29; Acts 16:30,31; Ephesians 2:8,9; I John 5:13; Romans 3:22; Galatians 3:26; John 5:24; Ephesians 1:3; II Peter 1:3; John 10:27-30; I Thessalonians 5:23,24; John 14:6; Acts 4:12

2. We believe that the new birth of the believer comes only through faith in Christ and that repentance is a vital part of believing, and in no way, is itself, a separate and independent condition of salvation; nor are any other acts; such as confession, baptism, prayer or faithful service, to be added to believing as a condition of salvation.

John 1:12; 3:16,18,36; 5:24; 6:29; Acts 13:39; 16:31; Romans 1:16,17, 3:22,26; 4:5; 10:4; Galatians 3:22

B. Salvation Terms

1. Salvation

The Greek word for salvation is soteria , which denotes deliverance and preservation.  It is the one, all-inclusive word which describes God's plan for mankind.  It speaks of spiritual and eternal deliverance granted immediately by God to those who accept His Son as their Savior.  It is obtained by God's grace through faith in God's Son totally apart from any merit on the part of man.  It is said to be in three tenses:  the Christian has been saved from sin's penalty, is being saved from sin's power and will be saved from sin's presence.

Acts 4:12; Romans 1:16; 10:10; Ephesians 2:8,9; I Corinthians 1:18; Romans 6:14; 8:18-32

2. Regeneration

Regeneration or the new birth is the instantaneous spiritual change wrought in man by the Spirit of God at the moment an individual places his faith in Christ.  It is the imparting of the divine life by which man becomes the possessor of a new nature and is said to be a new creation.

John 3:3-5; Titus 3:5; I John 3:9; 4:7; I Peter 1:23; James 1:18; II Peter 1:4; I John 5:11,12; II Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:17

3. Justification

Justification is the judicial act of God whereby He declares righteous those who put their faith in Jesus Christ for the salvation of their soul, thereby freeing the believing sinner from the guilt and punishment of sin.

Romans 3:28; 4:5,25; 5:1,16

4. Redemption

Redemption is that work of God whereby He, because of Christ's sacrificial and substitutionary death on the cross, purchases the sinner from sin's slave market, setting him free to love and to serve God by keeping His commandments.

Romans 3:24; Ephesians 1:7; 4:30; Colossians 1:14; Hebrews 9:24-28; I Peter 1:18,19; Ephesians 2:8-10

5. Faith

Faith is simply taking God at His Word.  It is believing what He has said, about our sin and our inability to save ourselves and about our need of His sinless Son.  In salvation, faith is personal trust, apart from any meritorious works, in the Lord Jesus Christ as our only all-sufficient Savior.

John 1:12; 3:16,36; 20:31; Acts 8:12; 16:31; Romans 5:1; 10:17; Ephesians 2:8,9; Hebrews 11:1,3,6

6. Repentance

Repentance or metanoia is a change of mind or mental attitude toward sin, toward self and toward the Savior.  Repentance is absolutely essential to salvation and no one therefore can be saved apart from it.  True repentance leads to true confession of Christ as Savior as well as the confession of sin in the life of a Christian.

Acts 17:30; Romans 10:9,10; I Thessalonians 1:9; II Peter 3:9; I John 1:9

7. Grace

Grace is all that God is free to do for man because of Calvary.  It is the undeserved or unmerited favor of God toward man.  We are saved by grace, kept by grace and completed through grace.

John 1:16,17; Romans 3:21-24; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:8,9; Philippians 3:9; Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7

8. Propitiation

Propitiation is the divine side of the work of Christ on the cross.  The righteousness and justice of the Father was propitiated (appeased or satisfied) by Christ's work on behalf of mankind.  Christ's sacrificial death changed the whole position of mankind in its relation to God whether man enters into it or not.

Hebrews 2:9; Romans 3:25; Hebrews 9:5; I John 2:2; 4:10

9. Imputation

Imputation means to reckon over to one's account.  It is the judicial act of God whereby He accounts His righteousness to the born again believer in Christ, who has borne his sins in vindication of the law.  There are three major imputations set forth in the Word:  a) Adam's sin to the race; b) The race's sin to Christ; c) The righteousness of God to the believer.

Philemon 17, 18; James 2:23; Romans 5:12-21; Isaiah 53:5,6; II Corinthians 5:21; I Peter 2:24; Philippians 3:9

10. Forgiveness

Forgiveness is a pardon for sin given by God because of Christ's work on the cross.  God forgives the sinner for Christ's sake.  This pardon is a once for all removal of sin.  The other aspect of forgiveness is seen in the life of a sinning saint who confesses his sin to God who is faithful and just to forgive that sin.

Ephesians 1:7; 4:32; Colossians 1:14; 2:13; I John 1:9

11. Sanctification

Sanctification is the process of being set apart or the state of being set apart for God and from the world.  Sanctification is three-fold in that it is positional, progressive and permanent.

I Corinthians 1:2,30; Hebrews 10:10; John 17:17; I Thessalonians 4:3; II Peter 3:18; Ephesians 5:27; Philippians 3:20, 21; I John 3:1-3

12. Spirit Baptism

The baptism of the Spirit is the act of God the Spirit whereby He places the believing sinner into the body of Christ, the Church Universal, at the moment of salvation.  It is a once-and-for-all act whereby every born again saint becomes a member of His body.  It is not a so-called "second blessing" or a second work of grace.  It first occurred on the day of Pentecost and is unique to the Church Age.  It is not something attained by the believer after regeneration.

Acts 1:5; 2:1-4; Romans 6:1-4; I Corinthians 12:12,13; Ephesians 1:22,23

13. Eternal Security

Eternal security means that once any individual is truly born again he is saved forever,.  He is given by God the gift of eternal life which, because of the very nature of the Person, the eternal Son of God, who secures our salvation, cannot be lost or forfeited.  Eternal life is the life of God revealed in Christ, imparted to every believer at the moment of salvation.

John 3:14-16, 36; 5:24; 10:28,29; 20:30,31; Romans 6:23; II Timothy 1:12, 13; II Peter 1:3,4

14. Apostasy

Apostasy is a total departure from the faith especially with regard to the person of Christ and His substitutional and sacrificial death on the cross.  It is a turning away from the revealed truth of Scripture.  It can and has occurred among angels, Israel and mankind.  The apostate faces the judgment of God.

II Peter 2:1; I John 4:1-3; I Thessalonians 2:22,23; 4:1-3; II Timothy 4:3,4; Jude 6; Deuteronomy 30:1-8; II Timothy 3:1-5; II Peter 2:17,21; Jude 11-15

15. Glorification

Glorification is the act of God whereby all believers will be fully conformed to the image of Christ.  It is the total deliverance from the presence and the power of sin when we go to be permanently with the Lord at the Rapture and lose our Adamic nature, receive our resurrected bodies and appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Romans 8:17,18,29; I John 3:1-3; Jude 24; Philippians 3:20,21; I Corinthians 15;51-58

VI. ECCLESIOLOGY - THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH

A. The Universal Church

1. We believe in one true church.  The Church Universal is an organism composed of born-again believers throughout the world who have been placed into Christ's body by the Holy Spirit.  This unified group is composed of Jew and Gentile from Pentecost to the Rapture.  This group of believers is completely distinct from Israel.  The one sole purpose of this group should be to glorify Christ who is their Head.

I Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 1:22,23; 3:4-6; Romans 12:4,5; I Corinthians 10:32; Colossians 1:18; 2:9,10

B. The Local Church

1. The local church is a divinely instituted independent and autonomous organization, a called-out assembly of professing, immersed believers in Christ, living in one locality, who have been led by the Spirit to join together in voluntary association for prayer, praise and the preaching of the Word, for fellowship and the furtherance of the Gospel through a global strategy of evangelism, for baptism, the breaking of bread, Bible doctrine and believer's discipline.

Revelation 2 & 3; Acts 2:41-47; 5:42; 8:26-38; 16:30-34; 18:8; 1:8; Matthew 28:19,20; II 

Timothy 3:16,17; I Corinthians 5:1-7

2. We believe there are two scriptural officers, bishops and deacons, and that their qualifications are clearly defined in the Word.  We believe that the church's mission in the world is to glorify God by winning men to Christ, building them up in Christ and sending them out for Christ with the Good News of the Gospel which is that Christ died for our sins, was buried to take away our sins, and that He rose victorious over sin.

Philippians 1:1; Acts 6:1-8; I Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; Matthew 28:19,20; Ephesians 4:11-16; II Timothy 2:2; Acts 1:8; II Corinthians 5:20; I Corinthians 15:1-4

3. We believe it is the solemn duty of every child of God not only to identify himself with a local church but also to do all he possibly can to promote the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Ephesians 4:3-10; Colossians 3:14,15

VII. THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF LIFE

A. Christian Sanctification

1. We believe that sanctification, which is a setting-apart unto God, is three-fold:  positional, progressive and permanent.  It is already complete for every saved person because his relationship to God is the same as Christ's relationship.  Since the believer is in Christ, he is set apart unto God in the measure in which Christ is set apart unto God.  We believe, however, that he retains his sin nature, which cannot be eradicated in this life.  Therefore, while the standing of the Christian in Christ is perfect, his present state is no more perfect than his experience in daily life. There is, therefore, a progressive sanctification wherein the Christian is to "grow in grace" and to "be changed" by the unhindered power of the Spirit.  We believe, also, that the child of God will yet be fully sanctified in his state as he is now sanctified in his standing in Christ when he shall see his Lord and shall be "like Him".

John 17:17; II Corinthians 3:18; 7:1; Ephesians 4:24; 5:25-27; I Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 10:10,14; 12:10

B. Christian Sensitivity

1. We believe that all Christians should be sensitive to the fact that as Christians we are called with a holy calling, to walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, and so to live by the power of the indwelling Spirit that we will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  Therefore, it is absolutely essential for the Christian to understand that when he fails, fellowship or communion with a holy God has been interrupted because of his sin.  He should be sensitive to the fact that his sin has grieved and quenched God's Spirit and that confession must be made to God in order for fellowship to be restored.  I John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  He must recognize that confession is essential if communion with God is to continue.

Romans 6:11-13; 8:2,4,12,13; Galatians 5:16-23; Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 2:1‑10; I Peter 1:14-16; I John 1:4-7; 3:5-9; John 13:1-17; I John 1:4-10

C. Christian Service

1. We believe the evidence of salvation includes a godly lifestyle and fruitfulness in good works.  Therefore, each Christian should cheerfully be involved in making the Gospel known to a lost world, as well as excercising his/her gift for the building up of the body of Christ.  Christian sevice should be seen as the responsibility of every Christian as defined by the grace given (Romans 12:6) and performed by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

I John 3:9,10; 4:19; 5:4; Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 2:14; Matthew 7:16-18; I Corinthians 15:10; John 14:23; Colossians 3:1; I John 2:6; Titus 3:8; Acts 1:8; II Corinthians 5:19; John 15:16; Romans 6:14; 12:1,2

D. Christian Gifts And Ministry

1. We believe that divine, enabling gifts for service are bestowed by the Spirit upon all who are saved.  While there is a diversity of gifts, each believer is energized by the same Spirit, and each is called to his own divinely appointed service as the Spirit may will.  In the apostolic church there were certain gifted men - apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers - who were appointed by God for the perfecting of the saints unto their work of the ministry.  We believe also that today some men are especially gifted by God to be evangelists, pastor/teachers and teachers, and that it is to the fulfilling of His will and to His eternal glory that these shall be sustained and encouraged in their service for God.

Romans 12:6; I Corinthians 12:4-11; Ephesians 4:11

2. We believe that, wholly apart from salvation benefits which are bestowed equally upon all who believe, rewards are promised according to the faithfulness of each believer in his service for his Lord, and that these rewards will be bestowed at the Judgment Seat of Christ after He comes to receive His own to Himself.

I Corinthians 3:9-15; 9:18-27; II Corinthians 5:10

3. We believe that it is the explicit message of our Lord Jesus Christ to those whom He has saved that they are sent forth by Him into the world to serve even as He was sent forth of His Father into the world.  We believe that, after they are saved, they are divinely reckoned to be related to this world as strangers and pilgrims, ambassadors and witnesses, and that their primary purpose in life should be to make Christ known to the whole world.

Matthew 28:18,19; Mark 16:15; John 17:18; Acts 1:8; II Corinthians 5:18-20; I Peter 1:17; 2:11

E. Christian Separation

1. Personal

a. We believe the Scriptures teach that every believer should be separated unto God from the world, and by the aid of the Holy Spirit should walk in Christian love and holiness, exhibiting qualities of honesty, integrity, forgiveness and loving kindness.  We further believe that any achievement in these characteristics will be evidenced by sincere humility and genuine zeal for the advancement of the cause of Christ.  We also believe the Scriptures admonish every believer not to love the world or the things in the world, but rather to flee evil desires, avoid every kind of evil and refrain from questionable practices which destroy one's testimony, offend one's brother and fail to glorify God.

Proverbs 15:33; Galatians 5:22-25; Romans 14:19-21; Ephesians 4:32; 5:1,2,7‑10; 15-20; I Corinthians 6:18-20; 8:9-13; 10:23,33; Philippians 4:8; II Corinthians 7:1; I Thessalonians 4:7; I Peter 5:5,6

b. We believe that every believer has the responsibility of presenting his body a living sacrifice unto the Lord and that by the renewing of his mind through hearing, believing and applying the Word of God, his character and conduct will change.  Through looking into the mirror of the Word he will see his sin, his shortcomings and his Savior and will gradually become a non-conformist in the world as he allows the Word of God to cleanse his life.  Each believer has the responsibility to abhor that which is evil and cleave to that which is good, and to abstain from all appearance of evil.

Romans 12:1,2; II Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 5:25-28; Romans 12:9; I Thessalonians 5:22; I Corinthians 8:8-13; 10:31-33

c. We believe that through the power of the Spirit each and every Christian should follow the example of the Apostle Paul who said, "Be ye followers [imitators] of me, even as I, also, am of Christ."

Ephesians 5:1,17,18

2. Ecclesiastical

a. We believe that every Christian should separate himself from all forms of religious apostasy and compromise.  This includes identifying men, schools, and religious organizations involved in New Evangelism and having no fellowship with them.  These, however, are not to be considered as enemies, but admonished as believers.  This practice is based on God's principle of division between truth and error and his specific command to separate from religious unbelievers and to withdraw fellowship from disobedient Christians.  This is to be done in the spirit of humility, love, and compassion in order that the apostate might be converted and the erring Christian restored.  Furthermore, we believe that all conservative evangelism must eliminate those involved in either apostasy or compromise.

II Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Ephesians 5:11; Acts 20:28-31; Titus 2:11-15; I Timothy 4:1-5; II Timothy 3:1-5; Romans 16:17,18; II Thessalonians 3:6,14,15; I John 2:28; III John 4; Matthew 10:34-38; 18:15; I Timothy 6:3-6; I Corinthians 5:7-13; Galatians 1:8,9; II Timothy 2:16-18; Titus 3:10; II John 9‑11

VIII. ESCHATOLOGY - SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

A. Events

1. Rapture or the Blessed Hope:  John 14:1-6; I Corinthians 15:51‑58; Philippians 3:20,21; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Titus 2:13

2. Judgment Seat of Christ:  Luke 14:14; Romans 14:10-12; I Corinthians 3:12-15; II Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 19:7

3. Tribulation Period:  Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 9:27; 12:1; Joel 1:15; I Thessalonians 5:2; II 

Thessalonians 2:1-12; Revelation 3:10; 6:15-17

4. Marriage of the Lamb:  John 3:29; Romans 7:4; II Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:25-33; Revelation 19:7,8

5. Second Advent of Christ:  Isaiah 9:6,7; Jeremiah 23:5,6; Daniel 7:13-27; Zechariah 14:1-4; Acts 1:11; II Thessalonians 1:7-10; Revelation 1:7; 19:11-16

6. Resurrection of Tribulation and Old Testament Saints:  Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:1,2; I Corinthians 15:24; Revelation 20:3‑5

7. Judgments Associated With the Second Advent:

a. Living Jews:  Ezekiel 20:33-38; Zechariah 14:4; Malachi 3:2,3; Matthew 24:31; 25:1-30

b. Living Gentiles:  Joel 3:1,2; Matthew 25:31-46

8. Millennial Kingdom:  Isaiah 9:6,7; Jeremiah 23:5,33; Ezekiel 34:23; 37:24; Hosea 3:4,5; Micah 5:2; Revelation 20:2-7

9. Satan's Release and Rebellion:  Revelation 20:3,7-9

10. Judgment of Satan and Fallen Angels:  II Peter 2:4; Jude 6; Revelation 20:10

11. Great White Throne Judgment:  Unsaved of all ages - resurrection of damnation:  Daniel 12:1,2; Revelation 20:5,11-15

12. Eternal State:  Revelation 21 and 22

B. Definitions

1. The Blessed Hope or the Rapture

We believe that, according to the Word of God, the next great event in the fulfillment of prophecy will be the coming of the Lord in the air to receive to Himself into heaven both His own who are alive at the time of His coming, and also all who have fallen asleep in Jesus since the day of Pentecost  We believe this event is the blessed hope of the Church set before us in the Scripture, and that for this we should be constantly looking.

John 14:1-3; I Corinthians 15:51-58; Philippians 3:20; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Titus 2:11-14

2. The Tribulation

We believe that the translation of the church will be followed by the fulfillment of Daniel's seventieth week during which the church, the body of Christ, will be in heaven.  The whole period of Daniel's seventieth week will be a time of judgment on the whole earth, at the end of which the times of the Gentiles will be brought to a close.  The latter half of this period will be the time of Jacob's trouble, which our Lord called the great tribulation.  We believe that universal righteousness will not be realized previous to the second coming of Christ, but that the world is day by day ripening for judgment and that the age will end with a fearful apostasy.

Daniel 9:27; Revelation 6:1-19,21; Jeremiah 30:7; Matthew 24:15-21

3. The Second Coming of Christ

We believe that the period of great tribulation in the earth will be climaxed by the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth as He went, in person on the clouds of heaven, and with power and great glory, to introduce the millennial age, to bind Satan and place him in the abyss, to lift the curse which now rests upon the whole creation, to restore Israel to her own land to give her the realization of God's covenant promises, and to bring the whole world to the knowledge of God.

Deuteronomy 30:1-10; Isaiah 11:9; Ezekiel 37:21-28; Matthew 24:15‑25,46; Acts 15:16,27; Romans 8:19-23; 11:25-27; I Timothy 4:1-3; II Timothy 3:1-5; Revelation 20:1-3

4. The Eternal State

We believe that at death the spirits and souls of those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation pass immediately into His presence and there remain in conscious bliss until the resurrection of the glorified body when Christ comes for His own, whereupon soul and body reunited shall be associated with Him forever in glory; but the souls of the unbelieving (after death) remain conscious of condemnation and in misery until the final judgment of the Great White Throne at the close of the millennium, when soul and body reunited shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power.

Luke 16:19-26; 23:42; II Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23; II Thessalonians 1:7‑9; Jude 6,7; Revelation 20:11-15

5. The Future State

We believe in future life, bodily resurrection and eternal judgment:  that the spirits of the saved at death go immediately to be with Christ in heaven, where they abide in joyful fellowship with Him until His second coming, when their bodies shall be raised from the grave and changed into the likeness of His own glorious body, at which time their works shall be brought before the Judgment Seat of Christ for the determination of rewards, a judgment which may issue in the loss of rewards, but not the loss of salvation; that the spirits of the unsaved at death descend immediately into Hades where they are kept under punishment until the final day of judgment, at which time their bodies shall be raised from the grave, they shall be judged according to their works, and cast into the place of final and everlasting punishment.

Philippians 1:21-23; II Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 3:20,21; I Corinthians 15:35‑58; I John 3:2; I Corinthians 3:8-15; Luke 16:19-31; II Peter 2:9; Revelation 20:11-15; 21:8; Mark 9:43-48; Jude 13

6. The Unbeliever

The unbeliever is an individual who has heard but has never received Christ as his personal Savior.  Unbelievers are condemned already and said to be spiritually dead, without Christ, without hope, without God and without eternal life.  If they die as unbelievers they face the wrath of God which is ultimately the Lake of Fire.

John 3:15-18; Ephesians 2:1,12; colossians 2:13; John 3:36; Revelation 20:5,6,15

7. The Unreached

The unreached, like the unbeliever, is lost and condemned already because of his never trusting in Christ as his personal Savior.  Therefore they need to hear the Gospel and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Every unreached person knows there is a God and is held accountable for his decision to want to know more.  If the unreached person ultimately dies without receiving Christ as Savior, he will stand before God at the Great White Throne Judgment.

Luke 19:10; John 5:24; Matthew 28:19; John 16:8-11; Romans 1:18-32; Revelation 20:10-15; Luke 12:46-48

8. The Believer

There is now therefore no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus.  At the Judgment Seat of Christ, however, every saint's works will be made manifest as to their motive(s) for service.  Reward or loss of rewards will be the outcome.  The believer will live with the Lord forever in Heaven where he will have a body like unto His, where there will be no more tears, death, sorrow, crying or pain.

Romans 8:1; 14:10-12; I Corinthians 3:11-15; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; I John 3:1-3; Revelation 21:4

9. Heaven

Heaven is a prepared place for a purchased people.  It is the home of the redeemed of all ages and the abode of the Godhead.  It is a place of beauty, holiness, service, worship, glory, life and fellowship.  There are three (3) experienced witnesses and entrance is through the new birth.

John 14:1-6; Revelation 19:1; Hebrews 12:22-24; Revelation 21:1-22:7; 21:27; 22:3; 19:1-3; 21:4,5; I Timothy 4:8; II Timothy 4:8; John 6:32-35; II Corinthians 12:1-9; Revelation 21:1; John 3:3-5

10. Hell

Hell is a prepared place for sinners unprepared to meet God.  It is a place of suffering, sorrow and separation.  It is temporary in that all the unsaved of all ages wait there for the Great White Throne Judgment when they will be cast into the Lake of Fire forever and ever where the Devil and his angels, the beast and the false prophets are. Christ is the only way of escape.

John 3:36; Luke 16:23-28; Matthew 25:41; Revelation 19:20; 20:10-15; Romans 8:1

11. Lake of Fire

The Lake of Fire awaits every person who died without receiving Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.  Men will be cast into the Lake of Fire as the result of the Great White Throne Judgment.  It is also the abode of Satan, the beast and false prophet and the fallen angels.  For man, the only way of escape is through the new birth.

Revelation 20:11-15; 20:10; Matthew 26:41; John 3:3-5, 14-16

IX. DISPENSATIONS

A. We believe that the Scriptures, interpreted in their natural, literal, historical sense, reveal divinely determined Dispensations or Rules of Life which define man's responsibility in successive ages of Biblical History.  These periods of time are marked by accompanying revelation from God which is consistent with and supplementary to previous revelation which is sufficient to inform man of God's continuing purpose on Earth and to delineate for man his responsibility as it relates to the ongoing unfolding of God's purpose for mankind.

B. These Dispensations are not ways of salvation, but rather divinely ordered stewardships by which God directs man according to His purpose.  In each period or Dispensation, He selects certain human vessels through which He makes Himself and His purpose known to mankind and the human vessel(s) serves as God's steward on Earth.

C. We believe that three of these Dispensations - The Age of Law, The Age of the Church, and The Age of the Millennial Kingdom - are the subjects of detailed revelation in Scripture.  We believe each successive period is marked by special revelation from God for that period in particular and for each successive period in general.

D. We believe each Dispensation is unique to itself and is distinct from others, as they are chronologically successive.  However, while the distinctions are maintained they must not be considered totally independent of/or divorced from each other as they are parts of a whole. Therefore, we believe that the Church must not be confused with Israel or Israel with the Church.

John 1:17; I Corinthians 9:17; II Corinthians 3:9-18; Galatians 3:13-25; Ephesians 1:10; 3:2‑10; Colossians 1:24,25; Hebrews 7:19; Revelation 20:2-6; I Corinthians 10:32; Romans 11:1-36
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